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William SHAKESPEARE (1554 - 1616) The Rape of Lucrece The Rape of Lucrece (1594) is a narrative poem by
William Shakespeare about the legendary Lucretia. Lucrece draws on the story described in both Ovid s Fasti
and Livy s history of Rome. In 509 BC, Sextus Tarquinius, son of Tarquin, the king of Rome, raped Lucretia
(Lucrece), wife of Collatinus, one of the king s aristocratic retainers. As a result, Lucrece committed suicide. Her
body was paraded in the Roman Forum by the king s nephew. This incited a full-scale revolt against the
Tarquins led by Lucius Junius Brutus, the banishment of the royal family, and the founding of the Roman
republic. The Phoenix and the Turtle The Phoenix and the Turtle is an allegorical poem about the death of ideal
love by William Shakespeare. It is widely considered to be one of his most obscure works and has led to many
conflicting interpretations. It has also been called the first great published metaphysical poem . The title The
Phoenix and the Turtle is a conventional label. As published, the poem was untitled. The turtle is the Turtledove,
not the shelled reptile. The poem describes a funeral arranged for the deceased Phoenix and Turtledove,
respectively emblems of perfection and of devoted love. Some birds are invited, but others excluded. It goes on
to state that the love of the birds created a perfect unity which transcended all logic and material fact. It
concludes with a prayer for the dead lovers. The Passionate Pilgrim The Passionate Pilgrim was published by
William Jaggard, later the publisher of Shakespeare s First Folio. The...
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