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edition. Excerpt: .in America and elsewhere. It examined the
royal instructions intended to be sent to the governors and
recommended alterations where changes seemed desirable; to
it colonial governors made regular reports; it recommended to
the Crown suitable persons for appointment as governors or
councilors; made an annual report of the condition of the
colonies; and exercised general supervision over colonial
administration. The powers of the royal governors were
embodied in their commissions and the instructions which
were issued to them from time to time, or were drawn by
implication from the vice-regal character of the governor s
position. Besides the powers expressly conferred by the
commission or letter of instructions, they inherited various
traditions of the royal prerogative, such, for example, as the
custom of approving the choice of the speaker by the
assembly, which was not always a mere formality as in
England, administering...
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