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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .at Glasgow recall the vault of the polygonal chapter-houses which have
a central pillar, the oblong division, under the high altar, follows the idea of those that, like York and Southwell,
have no pillar, but a flat domical vault, in the middle of the apartment. There is no date attached to the sketch-
book of Vilars, but this is sufficiently determined by its contents. M. Quicherat, Professor of Archaeology at the
Ecole des Charles of Paris in 1849, has shown that one of the drawings in the book must have been made
between 1243 and 1251, that Vilars journey to Hungary was undertaken between 1244 and 1247, and that the
book was probably completed and the memoranda added on his return. The French and English editors agree
with these conclusions. Vilars note and sketch imply that some degree of novelty attached to the idea of the
vault, and it is not unreasonable to suppose that they may have preceded the construction of the
corresponding vault at Glasgow by a few years. Vilars plan shows an octagonal vault applied to a square
apartment; it may be described as a somewhat novel application of well-known methods rather than as a new
method of vaulting, but the idea was one that found its chief development in the English polygonal chapter-
houses, several of which were founded about 1250. From that time onward the polygonal or stellar type of vault
is exceedingly common, and its persistence, subject to an infinite variety of...
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